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June 02, 2026 

The Newton County Drainage Board met in the Commissioner’s Room of the Newton County Courthouse at 

10:00 a.m. CST on June 2, 2026.    

Members present were Councilman Scott Carlson, Commissioner Steve Eilers, Commissioner Rob Churchill, 

Surveyor Beau Watkins and Secretary Jamie Rowe.  Also present was County Attorney, Linda Harris.  

Councilman Carlson called the meeting to order.   

Minutes  

02-18-2026 Hearing & 04-07-2026  

 

Commissioner Eilers made a motion to approve the February 18th and April 7th meeting minutes.  Seconded by 

Commissioner Churchill.  Motion carried, 3-0.  

 

2027 Drainage Board Budget 

The Board was presented with the proposed 2027 Drainage Board Budget. 

 

After due discussion, Commissioner Eilers made a motion to approve the budget as presented.  Seconded by 

Commissioner Churchill.  Motion carried, 3-0. 

 

William Martin Tile Invoice 

The Board members reviewed an invoice submitted by landowner, Vic Padgett.  Mr. Padgett hired Yoder 

Drainage, LLC. to do work on the William Martin Tile in 2024 and has requested reimbursement.    

 

Surveyor Watkins advised the Board that he did contact Mr. Yoder about this job and understand the scope of 

the work.   

Councilman Carlson disclosed that he pays into this watershed, and will therefore abstain from voting.  

 

There was discussion regarding the balance of this drain and the impact of engineering work completed prior to 

this Surveyor and majority of the Board.   

 

The Board discussed that repair and maintenance needed on regulated drains should be communicated to the 

Surveyor.  The Surveyor will then assess the work and move forward with a project or emergency repair.  

 

After due discussion, Commissioner Eilers made a motion to reimburse Vic Padgett in the amount of $5,212.35 

and that letter should be sent to all landowners within any regulated drain to advise them of the correct 

process.  Seconded by Commissioner Churchill.  Motion carried 2-0.  

 

Kessler Tile 

Secretary Jamie Rowe advised the Board that upon research from the April meeting on the Kessler Tile, it was 

found that The Morocco Conservancy took jurisdiction in 1998.  

 

Other Matters 

Log Jam (Punkin Vine Road) 

Surveyor Watkins informed the Board that he did get approval from the Iroquois Conservancy to send someone 

to review the jam.  Commissioner Eilers and Councilman Carlson stated that when they checked it again it had 

already been cleared.  
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Denham 

Secretary Jamie Rowe advised the Board that we have received the final invoice on this project. 

 

VC Borklund 

Surveyor Watkins informed the Board that this project is completed.  

 

Adjournment 

With no further business, Commissioner Churchill made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Commissioner 

Eilers.  Motion carried, 3-0. 
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