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November 05, 2025 

The Newton County Drainage Board met in the Commissioner’s Room of the Newton County Courthouse at 

10:00 a.m. CST on November 5th, 2025.   

Members present were Councilman Scott Carlson, Commissioner Steve Eilers, Commissioner Rob Churchill, 

Surveyor – Beau Watkins.  Also present were Brent and Tammy Skrzekut of Dirt Diggers Excavating, Inc and 

Newton County Auditor, Tamra James.   

Councilman Carlson called the meeting to order.   

Minutes  

09-12-2025 

  

Commissioner Eilers made a motion to approve the minutes.  Second by Commissioner Churchill.  Motion 

passed 3-0.  

 

Bid Opening – Molson Ditch & Laterals (665)  

Surveyor Watkins shared his estimate with the Board.  

 

Three bids were received: 

• JD Excavating    $69,990.00 

• Dirt Diggers Excavating, Inc.  $49,800.00 

• Sand Knob, LLC   $68,188.48 

 

All bids were under estimate.   

 

Surveyor Watkins noted the project is mainly long boom work.  Councilman Carlson stated the primary concern 

is the project timeline.  

 

After due discussion, Commissioner Eilers made a motion to award the project to Dirt Diggers Construction, 

Inc. for $49,800.00.  Second by Councilman Carlson.  Motion passed 2-0. 
*Commissioner Churchill abstained from voting due to a conflict of interest.  

 

 

Rebecca Spitler (714) 

Surveyor Watkins informed the Board the pipe has been installed.  The original estimate the Surveyor found 

was $906.00 for the pipe and $705.00 for delivery.  The landowner was able to purchase through another 

company for $649.00 total.  Receipt of purchase was provided to the Board.  

 

Follow Up 

Denham Subdivision (705) 

Surveyor Watkins stated a final invoice has not yet been submitted and some work remains incomplete.  

 

Other Matters 

Hibler (716) 

Surveyor Watkins met with landowner John Wunderink and discussed that John and a neighbor currently pay 

into the Hibler watershed but maintain the ditch on their own.  They requested to be removed from the 

watershed.  
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The Board asked Surveyor Watkins to research.  

 

Mr. Wunderink also asked that if removal is not possible, a $5.00/acre maintenance fee be considered.  

 

Best Ditch (717) 

Commissioner Churchill reported that he picked corn at 650 E & 10, which created ruts.   

Surveyor Watkins advised the Christopher B. Burke Engineering is currently working on acquiring a permit for 

a culvert to help alleviate the problem; only one permit is still outstanding.  

 

There was discussion regarding beaver dams potentially needing attention again.  Commissioner Churchill 

advised he will contact Zach DeYoung with LaSalle Fish & Wildlife.  

 

Thompson Ditch - Ade Wall (612) 

Councilman Carlson asked why the work has not yet been completed.  Surveyor Watkins stated the contractor, 

Ellis Construction, reported that the bidding process caused delays.  

 

Adjournment 

Being no further business, Commissioner Churchill made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Commissioner Eilers.  

Motion passed 3-0. 
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